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NEW YORK, | - ' COME
SUMMER 183l e ON GUSTAVE,
HLURRY P, i
/ol - THE STAGECOACH
— ! —— ot WON'T WAIT!

HUFF...PUFF... 4 4 ]
A I'M EXHAUSTED! j : _ COME ON,

YOU CAN DO [T!
YOU SEEMED TO BE
IN BETTER SHAPE A

FEW YEARS AGO!

YES, BUT... RUNNING

LIKE THIS FROM THE WE'LL HAVE PLENTY OF TIME
CRACK OF DAWN... TO EAT ON THE WAY!
HUFE..WITHOUT ANY THINK ABOUT EVERYTHING
WE'RE GOING

> BRKFST--- = _ TO DISCOVER!




LAKES, INDIANS... SENSE OF ADVENTLIRE WOULD
A NEEW WORLD 18 HAVE BEEN KEENER AFTER
N\ WAITING FOR Uis! SOME BREAKFAST!

THE FRONTIER, ITS FORESTS, W’%’E‘fﬂ HUFF...PUFF...| KNOW, BUT MY

| CAN'T WAIT TO SEE

WHAT THESE FAMOUS
INDIANS LOOK

LIKE...

i.;_.

DO YOU THINK | HOPE SO..IMAGINE,
THEY'RE NAKED, WILD MeN,
LIKE IN THE STORIES | THEIR BODIES FORGED
WE'VE READ? : pre— BY THE FOREST,
_ : S \  HUNTING AND WAR...
REAL WOLVES!




HA HA..IN ANY
CASE | DEFINITELY
PLAN TO MAKE
A FEW SKETCHES OF [

THE SAVAGES!

WE WERE OFF. OUR GREAT
TRIP IN THE WEST WAS
FINALLY GOING TO BEGIN. |
e R

WILD WEST,
HERE WE COME!
HA HA HA!l

BUT OUR ENTHUSIASM [ L |
PROVED TO BE SHORT-LIVED, _ \
v X .FINDING THE WILDERNESS
BECAUSE AS WE WERE A = __ Ao

e Rl ACAES = THAN YOU WOLLD THINK.




AS WE TRAVELLED FAR‘I;HER ~
NORTH-WEST, THE GOAL OF OUR -
JOURNEY SEEMED TO ESCAPE US.

[ WE TRAVELLED THROUGH FAMOUS |

|| PLACES IN THE HISTORY OF THE [
INDIANS, CROSSING VALLEYS
AND RIVERS THAT STILL BORE
THE NAMES OF THEIR TRIBES.

BUT EVERYWHERE, THE
HUT OF THE SAVAGE HAD
GIVEN WAY TO THE HOUSE
OF THE CIVILIZED MAN...

| = -
£ T,

\ THE WOODS HAD BEEN
FELLED, THE WILDERNESS
LN  TOOKONLFFE.

HERE 1S WHERE |

Just

FELLED THE FIRST -/
TREE OF THE " THERE, WHERE
FOREST... OUR BEAUTIFUL
T CHURCH
STANDS.

AND THAT'S WHERE AND WHAT

THE GREAT COUNCIL
OF THE IROQUOIS i HASO EE%@ME
CONFEDERATION LUSED
TO BE HELD.

OH, THEY'RE
SOMEWHERE BEYOND
THE GREAT LAKES...
Z TS A DYNG
RACE, YO

KNOW...



MANBECOMES |8 s W oNTHE same
oLcceomert | AN &2 LAND, IN ITS PLACE,
USED TO ALL SIGHTS. . Va2 QQ;L“D% e e
: : 4= 2/l EVEN MORE
SURPRISING SPEED...

HERE, AN ANCIENT PEOPLE, THE FIRST AND LEGITIMATE MASTER OF
THE AMERICAN CONTINENT, MELTS AWAY DAILY LIKE SNOW IN THE SLIN, AND
DISAPPEARS BEFORE OUR EYES FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH.

BY ITS HAND FORESTS LAKES LIKE SEAS, IMMENSE RIVERS, RESIST | v

ARE FELLED, SWAMPS TS TRIUMPHANT MARCH IN VAIN.
ARE DRIED OUT....

A DAILY WITNESS TO THESE MARVELS,

THE WILDERNESS 5 - THE AMERICAN IS UNPERTURBED.
BECOMES VILLAGES, 4 {

VILLAGES BECOME TOWNS.

THIS LINBELIEVABLE DESTRUCTION
IS TO HIM THE USUAL COURSE OF EVENTS.
HE GETS USED TO IT AS IF TO
THE IMMUTABLE ORDER OF NATLIRE.

et o = 12 . B A
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ON JULY 19 AT 10 O'CLOCK IN THE [
MORNING, WE BOARDED THE STEAMBOAT |
OHIO, HEADED FOR DETROIT.

—

A VERY STRONG BREEZE BLEW FROM THE .
—— | NORTH-WEST GIVING THE WATERS OF LAKE ERE [
. THE AGITATED APPEARANCE OF OCEAN WAVES. |

IN FRANCE, AND MORE GENERALLY IN THE OLD ELIROPE, I'D NOTICED THAT THE EXTENT TO WHICH A PROVINCE OR TOWN WAS
ISOLATED, TS WEALTH OR ITS SIZE, HAD AN IMMENSE INFLUENCE ON THE IDEAS, THE MORALS, THE ENTIRE CIVILIZATION OF ITS
INHABITANTS....OFTEN SEPARATING THE VARIOUS PARTS OF THE SAME TERRITORY BY SEVERAL CENTURIES.

IN MY TRAVELLER'S ILLUSIONS, | IMAGINED THIS
WAS EVEN MORE TRLE IN THE NEW WORLD, AND
THAT A COUNTRY, PEOPLED SO INCOMPLETELY AS
AMERICA, MUST PRESENT ALL OF THE CONDITIONS
OF HUMAN EXISTENCE...

WHERE YOU COULD SEE THE IMAGE OF SOCIETY
ACROSS ALL AGES, FROM THE OPULENT, URBANE
PATRICIEN TO THE SAVAGE OF THE WILDERNESS.

!.

— —— e

THAT IS WHERE, IN A WORD, | EXPECTED TO FIND
THE HISTORY OF ALL HUMANITY, WITHIN A FEW
DEGREES OF LONGITUDE...

TS
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| BUT NOTHING IN THIS |
| PICTURE IS TRUE.

" YOU GO WITHOUT TRANSITION FROM

THE WILDERNESS TO THE STREET OF A CITY. ON TURNING
FROM A WOODS YOU CAN SEE THE SPIRE OF A STEEPLE,
DAZZLING WHITE HOUSES, SHOPS, THE MOST PLEASANT

PICTURES OF CIVILIZED LIFE.

THOSE WHO HAVE TRAVELLED ACROSS
THE UNITED STATES WILL FIND THEREIN A
STRIKING EMBLEM OF AMERICAN
SOCIETY. EVERYTHING IS HAPHAZARD,
UNEXPECTED...

EVERYWHERE, EXTREME CIVILIZATION
AND NATLIRE ABANDONED TO ITSELF
ARE FOUND TOGETHER, FACE TO FACE.

[ BEGAN TO REALIZE THAT OF ALL THE
COUNTRIES IN THE WORLD, AMERICA WAS
PERHAPS THE LEAST ABLE TO PROVIDE THE
SPECTACLE | HAD COME TO SEEK THERE
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THE FOLLOWING DAY AT THREE O'CLOCK, WE ARRIVED IN DETROIT,

WE HAD CROSSED THE ENTIRE STATE OF
NEW YORK AND STEAMED ONE HUNDRED

i

TO CROSS ALMOST IMPENETRABLE FORESTS, TO BRAVE PESTILENTIAL MARSHES T
AND TO EXPOSE ONESELF TO THE DAMP AIR OF THE WOODS, THESE ARE
EFFORTS WHICH AN AMERICAN EASILY CONCEIVES, IF A DIME IS TO BE GAINED.

BUT SHOULD YOU DO SO FROM CLRIOSITY, SIMPLY TO ADMIRE
GREAT TREES OR FIND SOLITUDE, THAT IS ENTIRELY BEYOND HIM...

AS FOR THE INDIANS, YOU'LL SEE MORE
THAN ENOUGH IN OUR STREETS, YOU
WON'T NEED TO GO VERY

FAR FOR THAT...

AT LEAST THOSE
ONES ARE STARTING
TO BECOME CIVILIZED
AND HAVE A LESS
SAVAGE APPEARANCE.

20

BUT WE STILL DID NOT KNOW WHICH
COURSE TO TAKE, AND FINDING 38
o INFORMATION WAS NOT AS EASY AS [P
|- YOU MIGHT BELIEVE. '

IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO FIND SOMEONE
WHO COULD UNDERSTAND US...

YOU WANT TO SEE WOODS? GO STRAIGHT AHEAD
AND YOU'LL FIND WHAT YOU'RE LOOKING FOR...

WE SOON SAW THAT IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE
TO GET THE TRUTH FROM THEM IN A
STRAIGHTFORWARD MANNER. WE WOULD NEED
TO MANOEUVRE...




=

” THIS PART SEEMS \\E ) B el
TO ME TO BE THE BEST —FT UL SRy — THE ROAD THAT TAKES
SUITED TO YOUR PURPOSE. | N5/  YOUTHERE IS SO WELL KEPT

] THE LAND IS GOOD AND ATY=01 R THAT PUBLIC COACHES RUN EVERY
2\ LARGE VILLAGES ARE ALREADY, / Q3 DAY. FOR YOUR PROJECT TO BUY
FOLINDED THERE. =V . : _ LAND, YOU'LL FIND EVERYTHING
: - £ d P - YOU NEED THERE!

OH...THIS WAY, TO THE NORTH-WEST, AROUND PONTIAC AND TS
NEIGHBORHOOD SOME PRETTY FAIR ESTABLISHMENTS HAVE RECENTLY
BEEN FOUNDED, BUT YOU MUST NOT THINK OF SETTLING
FARTHER OFF...

P

WELL, NOW WE KNOW
WHERE NOT TO &O...

THE COUNTRY |S COVERED BY AN
ALMOST IMPENETRABLE FOREST WHICH
EXTENDS ENDLESSLY TO THE NORTH, FULL OF

NOTHING BUT WILD BEASTS AND INDIANS.

' AND, EH, OUT OF INTEREST,
WHERE HAS EMIGRATION LEAST MADE
[TSELF FELT UP TO NOW?

THE LUINITED STATES PLAN TO OPEN B | REPEAT, IT IS A PART
A ROAD THROUGH IT SHORTLY, BUT A THAT YOU MUST NOT
IT IS ONLY JUST BEGUN AND s TH|NK ABOUT. e

STOPS AT PONTIAC. THANK YOU

FOR YOUR ADVICE.
YOU CAN BE SLRE
=\ THAT WE'LL FOLLOW &
A\ [T TO THE LETTER... A

THE NEXT DAY, WE SPED OFF TO GET HORSES, SOME
PROVISIONS AND GUNS, AND SET OFF, OUR HEARTS AS LIGHT
AS [F WE HAD BEEN SKIPPING SCHOOL.

=1n ips)=

WE WERE BESIDE OURSELVES WITH JOY AT FINALLY KNOWING
A PLACE THAT THE TORRENT OF EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION HAD
NOT YET REACHED.
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ONE MILE FROM THE TOWN,
THE ROAD ENTERS THE FOREST,
AND NEVER LEAVES IT.
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THE LITTLE BELLS THAT THE
PIONEERS HANG AROLIND
THE NECKS OF THEIR CATTLE
ANNOLINCE FROM AFAR THE
APPROACH TO A CLEARING.

SOON YOU HEAR THE AXE THAT FELLS THE TREES, = s S TEITE | SERAENE G

AND AS YOU PROCEED, TRACES OF DESTRUCTION | 14} CORN PLANTED HERE AND THERE
ANNOUNCE STILL MORE CLEARLY THE PRESENCE S, INA WOOD STR|CKEN BY DEATH...

Jh‘,l
@;5 :

TRUNKS CALCINED BY FlRE OR |
MAIMED BY STEEL...

THEN, AFTER THESE IRST STEPS OF
CIVILIZATION IN THE WILDERNESS, YOU COME
SUDDENLY UPON THE OWNER'S CABIN.

I/

Tk R
-

T P

g “'_

TR




O, THAT'S e
ENOUGH!

q J:HN

WE THOUGHT WE HAD FINALLY
REACHED THE DOOR OF THE
AMERICAN PEASANT...




THE INHABITANTS OF THESE S OA =—— ..BOOKS AND NEWSPAPERS LIE ON
ISOLATED PLACES ARRIVED = WA= T e
YESTERDAY. THEY WEAR THE
SAME CLOTHES AS US...

NS | LANGUAGE OF THE CITES. |

THEY ARE THE SAME AS THOSE WE HAD LEFT
IN THE STREETS OF NEW YORK: SAME SPIRIT,
SAME HABITS, SAME PLEASURES.

ERR, WELL...WE ARE GOING TO
THE FRONTIER, TO THE

OH, YOU'RE
GOING TO
SAGINAW?Z

SA..SAGINAW?




