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T HATE LEAVING YOU ALL ALONE.
I REALLY WANTED TO DRIVE YOU, ON
YOUR FIRST DAY AT YOUR NEW SCHOOL.

DON'T LEAVE
TOO LATE.
| WON'T,
STILL,
THOUGH...
cLICK

TO SPEAK OR NOT
TO SPEAK? THAT IS
OuUR QUESTION.

YOU STILL
PLAYING, LEO?

8UT I HAVE TO 8E AT WORK
FIRST THING IN THE MORNING.
THIS IS A NEW BEGINNING
FOR 80OTH OF US.

HAVE A GREAT DAY,
MY LITTLE LEO.
T KNOW EVERYTHING
WILL 8E FINE.

..I DO HATE LEAVING
HIM ALL ALONE.

THIS IS ALL FRIGHTFULLY
LACKING IN ACTION,

I COULD BEAT
YOU AT THAT
GAME.

EVEN IF YOU WERE
TANGIBLE, HOUDI,
YOU WOULDN'T
STAND A CHANCE.



COME NOW, FRIENDS. NO TALKING
EDUCATION DEVELOPS TO LEO WHEN HE’'S OUT IN pUBLIC.
ABILITIES 8UT DOESN'T IT EMBARRASSES HIM.
CREATE THEM.

YOU'RE GOING TO LEARN A LOT AND
BECOME A BRILLIANT MAN/

WHAT WILL T DO
WITHOUT YOU?

I MISS YOU S5O
MUCH, LUC.
B8UT I'M HERE!/
WATCHING OVER YOU!
YOU'RE DOING FINE!

HE SAYS HE'S HERE, WATCHING

OVER YOU. HE
ALSO SAYS
YOU'RE DOING
FINE.
OH, LUC! THAT
AAAAAAH! 15 50 You!

THIS IS NONE OF YOUR
BUSINESS, YOLING MAN!
&0 ON, SCRAM!



HEY NEWBIE!

D
YOU LOST: UM... YES. T'M LOOKING

FOR MATH CLASS WITH
MRS. RONCEVAUX.

GREAT, WE'RE
HEADED THERE
TOO! COME, WE
KNOW A SHORTCUT,

RIGHT THERE. WHAT ARE YOU

DOING?!

HEY!

MRS, RONCEVALIX
HATES LATECOMERS,
YOU UNDERSTAND.

NO! WAIT/

ARE... ARE YOU
SURE IT'S THIS WAY?
IT SAYS THIS HALLWAY
LEADS TO THE
BASEMENT.

WE'RE SURE!
DON'T WORRY. IT'S
ON THE RIGHT.

HEH
HEH/!

LET ME OUT
OF HERE!

SORRY WE CAN'T STAY
AND HELP, WE HAVE TO
GET TO MATH CLASS.

GREAT,
JUST GREAT.



HOUDI?

HOUDINLI/

YES, | KNOW,
YOU'RE THE MASTER
ESCAPE ARTIST,
THE GREATEST
ILLUSIONIST.

ARE YOU &OING TO
HELP ME GET OUT
OR NOT?

I JUST SAW ONE OF YOUR
SCHOOLMATES PLAYING
THE HARMONICA FOR SOME
RATS IN THE BASEMENT...

THIS IS TRULY A
STRANGE SCHOOL!

NO KIDDING, DUDE.
T'M LOCKED UP IN A
B80OX, HOUDI. A BOX!

CONSIDER
IT ODONE.

OUR HANDS MUST
TOUCH, SO WE
CAN SHARE OUR
KNOWLEDGE AND
FEELINGS...

WE JUST
NEED TO ROLL

APPLAUSE! IT AND...

IT'S NOT THAT 8AD. IT'S NOT LIKE
YOU WERE COVERED IN CHAINS AND
THROWN INTO NIAGARA FALLS.

okay!
HERE WE 60!

. LIGHTS...
...CURTAIN...

..CAREFLL...

oops!

YOU'RE SEVEN MINUTES LATE FOR CLASS
AND YOU'RE GOOFING AROLIND IN THE HALL.

IT'S NOT WHAT

YOU THINK...

SAVE IT FOR
THE PRINCIPAL.



I SWEAR, MAAM! T WAS
TRYING TO FIND MY WAY AND...

THAT’'S WARNING
NUMBER TWO. I'M LATE! RONCEVALIX

IS GONNA KILL ME!

8UT--

..THESE TWO 80YS—-

SHUSH! NO TALKING
IN THE HALL AFTER
CLASS HAS BEGLUN.

I AM SOOO LATE!
RONCEVALIX'S GONNA FREAK!



42 MINUTES LATER.

I'M TELLING YOU,
THE CUP WAS STOLEN!

FROM LAST YEAR'S
PLAYOFFS, YOU MEAN?

WHICH WE WON
AGAINST AVONA! THE
CUSTODIAN IS SURE HE
SAW THE CUP IN THE
DISPLAY CASE AT 8 AM,
BUT IT WAS 6ONE 8Y
THE TIME T 60T HERE.

TO SELL IT, DUH/
SOME KIDS WOULD
DO ANYTHING FOR

A LITTLE CASH!

YOU THINK?

GENTLEMEN,
I'M DROPPING OFF A NICE
BUNCH OF LATECOMERS
AND REBELS.

YES, MRS.
RONCEVAUX.

WHAT?! YOU
THINK IT'S ME?!

AH. T'M ASSUMING

MRS. RONCEVALIX SENT YOU?

OKAY. LET'S START
WITH YOU. LEO, RIGHT?

PLEASE MAKE SURE THE
PRINCIPAL LECTURES THEM
APPROPRIATELY.

YOU'RE THE NEW
Ly, RIGHT?

YES.

WELCOME
TO MERCURY.

THANKS.

B8UT WHY STEAL A cup?

I DIDN'T SAY THAT, WHY
THINK 5O, HAMELIN?

YES.



SIT DOWN,
WHAT HAPPENED?

TWO 80YS STUFFED
ME IN A LOCKER. T HAD
A HARD TIME GETTING
OUT... AND SO | WAS
LATE FOR CLASS.

DON'T HESITATE TO COME
AND SEE ME IF YOU HAVE
PROBLEMS, OK?

YOU CAN 0. SEND
IN ZORAN HAMELIN,

THE CUP WENT MISSING
DURING FIRST PERIOD. SO
THE THIEF HAS 60T TO 8E
ONE OF THE LATECOMERS.

SHE'S 60OING TO 8URN
ME ALIVE! HANG ME!
BEHEAD ME!

UM..T OONT.. T
DON'T THINK SO.

FABRICE AND
RENZO. I DON'T
KNOW WHAT TO DO
WITH THOSE TWO.

UM... ZORAN HAMELIN?
YOU CAN &O IN.

THE PROBLEM IS
THAT NOW, YOU'RE ON
MRS, RONCEVAUIX'S
B8AD SIDE. NOT A
GREAT WAY TO
START OUT.

I BEG yOu!

HEY! WHY DO T HAVE TO

60 LAST? SO THERE'S

NO WITNESS WHEN SHE
TORTURES ME, IS THAT IT?/

STAY! YOU DON’'T KNOW WHAT
SHE'LL DO TO ME! YOU HAVE TO
FILM HER ON YOUR CELL PHONE

50O WE HAVE EVIDENCE!

FARAHS HELLO-O!
I WAS KIDDING!
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MY BOYFRIEND'S REALLY
UPSET ABOUT THE STOLEN cup!
HE SCORED THE FIRST POINT
IN THE WIN AGAINST AVONA/

RIGHT, THANKS TO AN IMAGINARY FOUL...
WHO DO YOU THINK NABBED IT?

WHAT?! ZORAN
HAMELIN?
WHO ELSE?

FREAKING LOCKER!

I-DID-NOT-STEAL-
THAT-cUP!

OK! WE DION'T
SAY ANYTHING.

1

WHO DO YOU THINK?
WHO'S THE MOST
DESPERATE FOR
DOUGH?

NOT THE FIRST

BURELARY HERE. HE'S ALWAYS LATE FOR

CLASS, WANDERING
AROUIND THE HALLS.

HE SHOULD
REALLY 8UY
SOME NEW

yOU KNOW, CLOTHES.

THOSE TYPES
STEAL TO EAT.

8UT WHY STEAL

A CUP? HE'D BE
BETTER OFF STEALING

FOOD DIRECTLY.

cLACK

WHAT A STRANGE
CHARACTER!
DID YOU
SEE THAT?

IT WASN'T HIM.
THAT 80Y WAS IN
THE BASEMENT WHEN
IT WAS STOLEN.



AN INOUSTICE?!
SOUNDS LIKE THIS
SCHOOL IS IN DIRE
NEED OF A HERO!

ERROLS RIGHT, LEO. THAT KID, THERE--
UM... HAMELIN-- IS INNOCENT, 8UT
EVERYBODY'S BLAMING HIM.

T KNOwW, HOUDI.

WE'RE NOT ALONE.
SHUT UP, SHUT Up,
SHUT LR

I CAN SEE THAT.
YOUu VAMOOSE,
HOUDI,

WHAT'RE YOU DOING, NEWB?

EAVESDROPPING? SNEAKING

INTO THE GIRLS’ BATHROOM?
PERVERT/

I DON'T THINK SO/

BUT AT THE TIME THE
THEFT ALLEGEDLY
HAPPENED, I WAS

STUCK IN A LOCKER.

S0 I CAN'T TESTIFY
AS TO HAMELIN'S
INNOCENCE.

T ONLY KNOW HE WAS
IN THE BASEMENT AT
THE SAME TIME BECAUSE
YOU TOLD ME.

SHUT UP, SHUT UpP, SHUT
up, SHUT Up, SHUT UP.

WHAT?! THIS 1S
THE GIRLS’
oow/ BATHROOM?

OH, DON'T PLAY INNOCENT.
I HEARD YOU TALK TO YOUR
"HOUDI," YOU LITTLE PI&!

12



GCOVER ART

BACK COVER AND FIRST PAGE ART
COLORISTS

EXCEPT FOR PAGE 1

LRYOUT

TRANSLATION

LETTERING

GIUSEPPE QUATTROCCHI € ROSA LA BARBERA
DENIS BODART

FRANCESCA MENGOZZI € GIOVANNI MARCORA
GCARLETT SMULKOWSHI

FRANGOISE MICHRUX

MONTANA KANE

CALIX LTD

ISBN : 978-2-8001-6420-5
© Dupuis. All rights reserved.

WWW.DUPUIS.COM



_MEDIATOON_

LICENSING

About Mediatoon Licensing :

Mediatoon was created by the Média-Participations
group, the FEuropean leader in French-language
comics and manga and one of the major producers of
animated cartoons in Europe. Mediatoon oversees the
group’s rights management in comic book publishing
and audiovisual productions. The Mediatoon Foreign
Rights department is responsible for selling licenses to
international publishers, magazines, and newspapers.
MFR handles the foreign rights for the comic books
published by the five imprints within the group, namely
Dargaud, Dupuis, Le Lombard, Lucky Comics and
Kana, as well as for illustrated children books released
by the new imprint Little Urban. MFR also sells foreign
rights for derivative publications of the animated series
produced by Média-Participations.

Over 1.5 million licensed editions of the group’s comic
albums in foreign languages are sold every year, in over
40 countries and in more than 30 languages.

Contact Foreign Rights: Mrs Sophie CASTILLE sophie.castille@mediatoon.com
Mediatoon Licensing
15-27 rue Moussorgski
75018 Paris
France
mfr. mediatoon.com

This extract was translated with the support of the CNL.
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HAMELIN FARAH ? ? ? ?

THERE ARE SEVEN OF THEM.
atVEN YOUNG MAGIGIANS WITH ENORMOUS POWERS.

Together, they can save the world... or destroy it!
But for the time being, their primary mission is to get to school on time.
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