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4TH of March, 

1947, police 

headquarters 

Paris Chief? 

They ‘re coming…Yes I 

recognized Wybot from 

the DST With two of his 

agents and the judge 

Fayon. There is some-

one else with them 

who I have never 

seen before.

Judge, please 

come in!

…and Mr. Wybot who is with 

you…it’s not every day that 

the head of the DST goes to 

meetings!

Make sure that no-

body enters, the chief 

of police will be a 

while…

What is it that war-

rants such a posse 

of commandos? The 

Germans are back?

We are going 

ahead with the 

arrest of Joseph 

Joanovici.

On what 

charges for 

God’s sake?

* French domestic intelligence
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Corruption of gov-

ernment officials, 

smuggling, coun-

terfeiting, sharing 

intelligence with the 

enemy…

…high treason 

and murder.

I am sorry sir 

but we haven’t 

been introduced.

Legentil 

presiding judge 

in Mellin

Mr. Legentil is 

here unofficially. 

His knowledge of 

the Joanovici file 

is very useful.

He is to be careful about what he 

says! Until proven otherwise Jo-

seph Joanovici was a great resis-

tant that I decorated myself!

Sorry miss…

no one is to 

enter.

If he is accused of 

all that you say, it 

could only be a mis-

understanding…

They are the result of 

a two year joint inves-

tigation between our 

offices and that of the 

Paris prosecutor!

Fortunately there 

are still some 

honest police of-

ficers in this mess 

that you claim to 

run!

Are…are you 

insinuating… 

Is it true that this notorious 

trafficker of contraband has 

an apartment that is paid for 

by the police headquarters 

and that he goes there on a 

daily basis?

I..yes..

but..he 

helps us, 

you see… 

He helps you? 

To do what for 

heaven’s sake? 

To make ends 

meet at the end 

of the month!

 I will 

not allow 

you…!

We do not 

need your 

permission.

Please take us to this 

apartment. And then we 

will take a look at 

how Joanovici “helps” 

you.
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Hello- please put me 

through to 72 boule-

vard de malesherbes.
Piednoir 

here. Hello Suzette 

how is the 

chief?

Just like a guy 

who has the DST on 

his back. They are 

after Joseph, Luc-

ien they are going 

to arrest him.

Don’t worry…we were 

warned. Mister Jo won’t be 

going to police headquar-

ters today.

You won’t 

forget me 

will you, 

huh?

You know 

that he al-

ways takes 

care of his 

friends.

Here we 

are…

…you agree 

that it’s not that 

impressive.
For Joanovici 

it’s too much. 

Who does the 

cleaning?

Nobody. 

I mean he 

does it 

himself.
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Mister Joanovici is not 

very interested in men’s 

fashion. He does not like to 

waste a lot of time once he 

wakes up.

You are 

talking about 

his wardrobe… 

Nothing in 

the desk 

obviously…

When a guy does 

not know how 

to read or write 

he doesn’t leave 

much of a paper 

trail.

What is this 

door to?

The apartment 

next door. 

Commissioner 

Fournet’s.

Where is the 

commissioner 

right now?

At his office no 

doubt…I can send 

someone to get him if 

you’d like.

Go and get him 

straight away 

yourself. My men 

will accompany you. 

Here is the certificate 

of gratitude for his 

work in the resis-

tance given to him by 

the chief of police 

in person. .. for the 

invaluable services 

rendered by our guest 

during the liberation 

of Paris.

What a well-de-

served honor. 

Is it true 

what they say? 

That Mister Joseph 

delivered all of the 

weapons of 

the insurrection 

directly to police 

headquarters?

And that he lead to the ar-

rest of the bandit Laffront 

of Lauriston street and his 

accomplices ?

All that is true ladies. 

Chief inspector Pied-

noir can confirm it he 

was there.

Is it true 

mister 

Inspector?

Yes, yes 

absolutely…

but the general 

tells it much 

better than I do.
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Where 

are we?

80 000 down. The mayor of 

Clichy alone has shot 

3 grand.

Do you 

want us to 

continue to 

front him?

No he can 

lose a lit-

tle for a 

change.

…I know how much I 

owe to you Joseph. If it 

weren’t for you I’d be 

at Buchenwald.

…and I am not talking about 

your generosity. I mean the 

poker games that you organize 

every Thursday…it’s the only 

one that I know of where the 

guests win all the time.

…of course I 

do not want to 

imply that you 

are offering 

bribes… but 

people talk… 

and our 

friends…

They‘re 

afraid that 

the tap will 

be turned 

off. They 

have heard 

that their 

benefactor 

is headed for 

jail.

Hmmm…

good evening 

inspector, no 

that’s not 

what I meant 

but you 

understand…

…when it was only that little judge 

from Mellin we wouldn’t be worried, 

but the DST is on the case now, as 

well as judge Fayon…and I’m afraid 

that my good words are not enough 

to reassure those that…

have doubts.
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You know that you can count on me, 

Joseph…but with the way things 

are these days it is best to be a bit 

discrete and…

…we should keep our 

distance…for a while…

I hope that you understand?

Of course.

Thank 

goodness! 

I was wor-

ried that you 

would take 

it the wrong 

way…

I have always 

been one of your 

most loyal friends 

Joseph. And I will 

continue to give 

you my support as 

long as...well…

as long as you 

need it.

Well, I really 

can’t stay any 

longer. My wife 

will start to 

wonder.

Dirty little 

political 

rat…

BUT…?!!

You want to jump 

ship huh? Wait 

just a second we 

have something 

for you to think 

about.

Joseph! Stop 

him please I 

beg you.
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Do you see 

these?

Her name is Cecile Klein. She was 

eleven years old. We found her 

body in a dumpster rolled up in 

an old carpet.

Oh my God…

no…

No one said 

that you 

killed her…

But I have a half a dozen 

witnesses that saw you 

having “fun” with her in 

one of the “little mar-

quise’s” private salons 

last Monday night.

You are going to

continue to sing our 

praises, councilor, you 

will continue to tell all 

your fellow members 

of the bar that Joseph 

Joanovici is the greatest 

resistant that you ever 

met, and that he saved 

your life as he did the 

lives of hundreds of 

others and if you had to 

swear to it under oath, 

you wouldn’t hesitate.
If it were up to me 

I would report him 

straight away to the 

board of health… 

and I would let it be 

known amongst his set 

what the councilor 

does to little girls.

Ah, forget 

him! He cer-

tainly won’t 

be forget-

ting you very 

fast…

They’re going to squeeze 

you Jo. You may be able 

to put it off for a while, 

but you are not going 

to be able to avoid it 

forever.

Put me through to po-

lice headquarters, and 

commissioner Four-

net’s office.
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13TH October, 1935. 

Metz train station.

Mr. Joanovici? 

I am Frederic Martin. 

The go-between. 

Pleased to meet you.

You know my 

assistant 

Lucy Schmidt?

Of course…in our business 

everyone knows “Iron’Lucy”, 

at least by reputation.

Did you have a 

good trip?

No.

What Lucy means is 

that this deal could 

have been done 

over the phone.

I disagree. A project of this size 

you need to meet at least once…

not to mention the fact that our 

strategists have a brilliant idea. 

They are offering 

us the public works 

location of the 

century.

Here we are, hundreds of 

kilometers of fortifications. A 

site worth billions. Millions of 

tons of metal spread across 

the whole enterprise…

The Maginot 

line.

I, however, am only re-

sponsible for a small 

part of the construc-

tion…just a few measly 

kilometers. Whereas you, 

you deliver your metal the 

whole length of it, don’t 

you?

I had to se-

verely cut 

my prices.
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I was getting to that…You ob-

viously make your money on the 

quantity, but…what if the people 

I know have another deal to make 

with you? A deal of the same size 

but much more profitable.

Introduce me to them I’ll 

let you know.

They are waiting for you Mr. 

Joanovici. This man will take 

you to them. But if you don’t 

mind I’d like your 

assistant to keep 

me company. We’ll 

join you back at 

your hotel. 

Hello.

Mr. Joanovici?

That’s me. 

And you are?

Call me Otto.
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Excuse the lack of 

formality…but the 

business we are 

discussing must stay 

confidential, you 

understand?

I think I understand you 

perfectly…but I had 

better warn you Mr. 

“Otto” I sell metal, not 

information.

Well that is what 

we want to buy 

from you. Metal. 

Brass, lead, 

copper…

How much 

and at what 

price?

As much as you 

can get us and at 

three times the 

market price. Are 

you interested?

No, I don’t 

think so.

Why not?

At that price you are 

quite obviously someone 

who does not have the 

right to buy that metal.  

I do not have a great 

education…but I’ve heard 

of the treaty of Ver-

saille.

There is at least one 

country in Europe where 

certain metals are 

illegal… Those that 

are used to pro-

duce weapons. And 

judging from your 

accent I would say 

that you come from 

that country. Otto.

You are mistaken…We want to take 

delivery in Antwerp in Belgium. 

Is Belgium the country you are 

referring to?

No it’s 

not Belgium.

So, what’s the problem? You 

know that our offer is the 

kind that we make only once…

and confidentiality is our pri-

mary concern. We can never 

be too prudent. 

Prudent 

is my middle 

name.

So, what do 

you say?  

You haven’t 

become so 

patriotic 

that you’ll 

turn down 

all oth-

er offers 

except those 

with the 

French gov-

ernment?

Especially con-

sidering the 

price they are 

offering…

Please 

understand that I 

respect patriotism, 

it is a value that 

we share. 

My family is my only 

country. The others 

can go to hell.

Excellent 

philosophy, so 

that’s a yes.

Yes.
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