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Right before the end of WWI, Albert Maillard, a 
modest accountant, saved the life of Édouard 
Péricourt, who comes from a wealthy family. 
Albert is now trying to return to Paris. Édouard, 
who is disfigured, refuses to contact his family, 
and instead imagines a huge hoax on the nation 
in order to begin a new life elsewhere. These two 
survivors from the trenches, damaged by their 
experience, take revenge by operating a swindle 
as spectacular as it is amoral.

After studies in psychology, Pierre Lemaitre turned to 
professional education for adults, giving seminars on 
literature to librarians. He then devoted himself to writing 
novels and screenplays, essentially detective stories. In 
2013, Au revoir là-haut, a picaresque novel that marks a 
major change in his work, won the Goncourt Prize.

Born in 1968, Christian De Metter started his 
career by studying advertising design before 
working as an illustrator and graphic designer for 
rock magazines. In 1999, he published his first 
comic, and six years later he received the Public 
Award at the Angoulême Comics Festival.
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In this epic story about the aftermath  
of World War I, the State glorifies its dead 

while brushing aside its survivors, seen  
as a nuisance, and the entire abomination  

is treated as a virtuous exploit.
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come on!
breathe!maillard!

 BOOM
WHACK

WHACK
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A hospital in the country.



péricourt is 
suffering terribly.

he needs to be given
more morphine.

he really needs special 
treatment. he should 

have been transferred
a long time ago.

it’s unusual.

i know!
i don’t understand
what’s happening!

he is already
at the maximum 

dose, i am sorry.

and...
the morphine?

okay...
i will see.





don’t move, madeleine.

 BOOM
 BOOM



calm down!
i’m here.

don’t worry.

 BOOM

 HA!  HA!  HA!



maillard!
general morieux’s
office. hurry up!



according to lieutenant pradelle,
you attempted to flee by

throwing yourself into a shell 
hole!

but...
you were in
a shell hole,

yes or no shit?

well yes,
but... cowardice in the face of 

the enemy, that’s what the 
military calls it!



nevertheless,
your service

records
are good...

yeah, verdun...
well, yeah.

 if we were not at
the end of the war, you

would be sent to the firing 
squad.

go on,
get the hell
out of here!







he still has 
not been 

transferred?what...?



péricourt...
péricourt...

 ah, there!
édouard péricourt. 

an officer?
what officer?

an officer came
to cancel 

the transfer order.



lieutenant 
pradelle.

he’s trying
to get rid of

me and
my friend.

why is your 
lieutenant doing 

that?

well, yes,
what do you

want... that really
pissed us off...
we launched an 

attack.

that 
bastard!

i see.
your buddy and 

you are the 
only witnesses.

he shot two
of our friends 

in the back.

and you thought
that it was

the germans!



anyone here?



you don’t want
to go home?

to see your family?

I don’t 
want

to go
 home!



 i’ll see
what i can do.

I don’t
 want

to go
 hom

e! I d
on’t

 w
ant

to g
o h

om
e!

ple
ase

!!!



ple
ase

!!!

* péricourt, édouard killed 2 november

*



* dead soldiers identification plates

*



you’ll see, éd...
eugène, you’ll be

taken care of there.

okay, old boy.
write me

often, huh?



they’re going to make him
a prothesis there. you’ll 
see, they’re very good.

* sketchbook

* 



if my albert
were dead, i would
 want to be told!

Madame, Monsieu
r,

I am Albert M
aillard, a frien

d  

of your so
n Édouard.

the administr
ation m

ust have tol
d you

about his death last nov
ember 2nd.

He left
 a sketchbook addressed

 to you

that i am sending along.

        
Please know that your so

n is


