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Fabrice Parme is a comic book and cartoon author. His com-
ics La famille Pirate, adapted into an animated series, has 
seen much success. He is also co-author of several comic 
book series with Lewis Trondheim and is one of the drawers 
of Spirou. Astrid Bromide is Parme’s first comic book series 
as sole author and creator. 

VOL II:  
HOW TO ATOMIZE THE GHOSTS 
Astrid has had enough of being bored in her 
parents' big empty manor. She succeeds in 
convincing them to enroll her at the Canter-
ville manor. She now enjoys new friends, the 
joys of boarding school, and above all, a room 
she shares with the fearless twins, Gladys  
and Rebecca. The only hitch: legend says that 
Canterville is loaded with ghosts, which doesn't 
reassure Astrid at all! In addition to learning how 
to atomize the ghosts, she has to understand 
what to do to be popular.

This graphic universe is a reference  
to 1950s Hanna Barbera cartoons  

and features a 1920s New York aesthetic. 
A real treat, joyfully combining polite 

humor, cynicism, childhood magic,  
and police investigations.
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CLICK!

THE IN-HOUSE TEACHER
QUIT AND THE PRIVATE SCHOOLS
IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD ARE FULL!

THIS IS A CATASTROPHE!

SENDING MY DAUGHTER TO A 
PUBLIC SCHOOL IS OUT OF THE 
QUESTION. SHE WOULD COME 
BACK WITH RUDE MANNERS...

PFF...
A PROBLEM,

SWEETHEART?

MOM...

PERHAPS I HAVE
A SOLUTION...

?!

ASTRID!

IT IS IMPOLITE TO SPY
ON ADULTS’ CONVERSATIONS!

WHAT 
CONVERSATION?

DAD HAS HIS HEAD IN THE 
NEWSPAPER AND IS BARELY 

LISTENING TO YOU!

READ THIS
BROCHURE
INSTEAD!



CANTERVILLE SCHOOL,
“AN INSPIRED PLACE CAN ONLY 

INSPIRE.”

IT’S A BOARDING SCHOOL
 IN THE COUNTRY.

IN THE COUNTRY!

THAT’S FAR! AND YOU HAVE NEVER STUDIED 
ANYWHERE OTHER THAN THE HOUSE!

BUT MOM...
IT MUST BE
FANTASTIC 

TO GO TO CLASS
AND SHARE
YOUR ROOM
WITH GIRLS
YOUR AGE!

THE CANTERVILLE BOARDING 
SCHOOL HAS ANCESTRAL 

KNOWLEDGE IN THE SUBJECT 
OF TEACHING YOUNG LADIES.

MR. AND MRS. O’FLAHERTIE, WHO 
FOUNDED THE SCHOOL 120 YEARS 
AGO, STILL WATCH OVER THE PRE-

MISES AND THE STUDENTS.

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
THIS LEGEND,

YOU MUST FIRST
BE ENROLLED.

I LOOKED
INTO IT.

ONE SPOT
REMAINS.

I SEE THAT YOU LEARNED
YOUR LESSON BY HEART.

AND HOW MUCH DO THE
ENROLLMENT FEES COME TO?

THE 
COMPLICATED
STUFF FOR 

ADULTS
IS WRITTEN

AT THE END...

IN SMALL
LETTERS.

300,000 DOLLARS!!!
WHAT’S 
THAT?

IT IS NOT A WINNING LOTTERY TICKET, 
BUT THE PRICE TO PAY TO GIVE YOUR 

DAUGHTER THE SCHOOL OF HER
            DREAMS.

EXORBITANT!

AT THAT RATE, ASTRID HAS NO RISK OF 
MEETING THE WRONG PEOPLE. 

WISH GRANTED!

BUT...
SWEET-
HEART...

WHERE IS THE 
PROBLEM IF THE 

SOLUTION
EXISTS?

THANKS,
DAD!

KISS

MADAME, SCHOOL STARTS IN CANTERVILLE IN TWO HOURS,
AND WE HAVE JUST ENOUGH TIME TO GET THERE.

OH, DEAR! WHILE I ENROLL ASTRID,
MRS. DOTTIE,

PACK HER BAGS! IT’S ALREADY 
DONE,

MADAME!

BENCHLEY,
PREPARE
THE CAR!

IT’S ALREADY
DONE,

MADAME!

AND I ALREADY
HAD MY REGULATION
UNIFORM TAILORED

WITH MY 
ALLOWANCE

MONEY.



CANTERVILLE
BOARDING SCHOOL

TWO HOURS
LATER...

B...
BR...
BRA...
BRO...

OH, THERE!

BROMURE.

YOU ARE 
IN MISS

POPPYSCOOP’S
CLASS.

I MADE YOU COOKIES AND
CARAMELS, JUST IN CASE.

THANK YOU, MRS. DOTTIE! WORK HARD,
MISS ASTRID!

LET US NOT WASTE TIME,
PLEASE.

HELLO ASTRID! HELLO, MISS POPPYSCOOP!

EVERYONE IN LINE 
AND I WILL LEAD YOU

TO YOUR ROOMS
TO DROP OFF

YOUR BELONGINGS.

HMM... STILL MISSING
TWO STUDENTS...

?!

WHAT A DYNAMIC
ARRIVAL, MISS CALCOTT!

HELLO,
MRS.

BUTTERSCOTCH!

THAT’S
THE GYM
TEACHER!

AH?!

ON THE WAY HERE I CAME ACROSS 
THESE YOUNG LADIES WHO SEEMED

TO BE HEADED THE WRONG WAY.

AH! GLADYS 
AND REBECCA!

NOW WE 
HAVE EVERYONE!



THE SCHOOL
WAS BUILT

IN 1815,
I TELL YOU.

OH, 
NO,
1805!

SH!

NO CHATTING! OTHERWISE,
I WON’T REVEAL 

THE LEGEND 
OF THIS PLACE TO YOU!

WELL! MR. AND MRS.
O’FLAHERTIE FOUNDED

THE CANTERVILLE BOARDING 
SCHOOL IN 1805...

1805!
WHO IS
RIGHT?

… WITH THE GOAL OF INSTRUCTING
ALL THE CHILDREN FROM THEIR REGION.

BOYS AND GIRLS,
RICH OR POOR.

THEIR SUCCESS WAS IMMEDIATE.

THE O’FLAHERTIES PROVIDED
ALL THE CLASSES.

ONE DAY IN CHEMISTRY CLASS, A 
SOMEWHAT MISCHIEVOUS STUDENT 

WANTED TO TEASE A CLASSMATE 
AND SWITCHED TWO BOTTLES...

THE SCHOOL
THEN EXPLODED

INTO A THOUSAND
BITS

AND NO ONE
WAS FOUND.

OH, DEAR!

IN 1815, THE SCHOOL
WAS REBUILT

MUCH LARGER, USING
THE FALLEN ROCKS.

1815!
IT’S ME

WHO IS RIGHT!
SH!

EVER SINCE, THE O’FLAHERTIES AND THEIR STUDENTS HAUNT THE GROUNDS...

THE WALLS ARE 
STILL PERMEATED 

WITH THEIR SPIRITS.



DAYTIME: LISTENING,
OBSERVING, GRADING

THE STUDENTS...

NIGHTIME: HAUNTING THE DREAMS OF THE BAD 
SEEDS AND REMOVING THOSE BEYOND REPAIR BY 

THROWING THEM INTO THE DUNGEONS!

AM I 
HALLUCINATING?

WITH TIME, THE REPUTATION OF
CANTERVILLE BOARDING SCHOOL

BECAME INTERNATIONAL.

ENROLLMENT REQUESTS FLOODED IN.

UNABLE TO ACCEPT ALL THE CHILDREN,
THE SELECTION CRITERIA

WERE MODIFIED...

AND THE SCHOOL TRANSFORMED
INTO A BOARDING SCHOOL FOR YOUNG 

GIRLS FROM GOOD FAMILIES.

THAT’S 
US!

WE ARE
PRINCESSES!

PRINCESSES,
DUCHESSES,

COUNTESSES,
OR COMMO-

NERS...

I ONLY SEE
STUDENTS

IN UNIFORMS.

THE GUIDED TOUR HAS ENDED.

WE HAVE ARRIVED AT YOUR ROOMS.

WHICH ONE
IS MINE?

YOU WILL STAY IN GROUPS OF THREE.

THAT WAY YOU’LL BE LESS 
AFRAID OF THE GHOSTS!

I AM
ASTRID.

ARE WE
A TEAM?



I HEARD
YOUR NAMES
AT ROLL CALL. BUT WHICH ONE OF YOU IS

SHE’S REBECCA, AND THE OTHER 
ONE IS GLADYS.

YOU DIDN’T SEEM
VERY IMPRESSED

BY THE TEACHER’S
REVELATIONS...

BECAUSE WE ARE
RETURNING STUDENTS!

IT IS OUR
SECOND YEAR

IN THIS
CLONE

FACTORY.

WE KNOW
MISS 

POPPYS-
COOP’S
GHOSTS
BY HEART.

BUT... YOU’VE NEVER SEEN
ANY?

WE HAVE, LIKE
EVERYONE HERE!

WHEN THE STUDENTS
DRESS UP TO

CELEBRATE HALLOWEEN.

HA HA! WE’RE GOING 
TO HAVE FUN!

AND WE WILL HAVE
TONS OF 

MEMORIES
TO TALK ABOUT.

GOTTA MAKE THEM FAST,
THOSE MAGIC MOMENTS,

BECAUSE WE DON’T 
PLAN ON

STAYING HERE LONG.

WHEN THE TIME COMES,
WE’RE ESCAPING!

BUT...

WHY?

TO GO BACK AND HAUNT 
OUR PARENTS!

WE ARE
LOCKED UP HERE
ON THEIR WISHES!

AH! FOR ME, IT’S 
THE OPPOSITE. I
VOLUNTEERED.

I PREFER TO STUDY HERE
THAN ALONE AT HOME...

… JUST LIKE I PREFER
NOT TO SLEEP ALONE

IN THIS ROOM.



WHY?

YOU AFRAID
OF GHOSTS?

NOT AT
ALL!

BUT...
THERE ARE SIGNS

THAT DON’T DECEIVE.

HAVE YOU
NOTICED THAT
IN THE HALLS,

THE PORTRAITS
FOLLOW US

WITH THEIR EYES?

PFF...

TROMPE-L’ŒIL PAINTING
DOESN’T SPEAK TO US!

WE’RE NOT ENTHU-
SIASTIC ABOUT ART.

SLAM

?!

AND THAT?
IT’S NOT
A SIGN?

PFF...

JUST
WIND! WITH A TOUCH

OF COINCIDENCE.

LISTEN!

MISS POPPYSCOOP
HAS EMBROIDERED HER TALL TALES

ONTO AN OLD LOCAL LEGEND...

JUST SO THAT THE CHICKS
BARELY OUT OF THEIR SHELLS,

LIKE YOU, REMAIN CALM.

AH! YOU REASSURE ME...

BUT... WE SHOULD
REPORT THIS

ALL THE SAME...

DON’T YOU
THINK?

OR JUST USE
SUPERNATURAL 

EFFORT TO CLOSE IT.

GIRLS?

I PREFER NOT
TO SLEEP ALONE
IN THIS ROOM.

DON’T WORRY!
WE DIDN’T PLAN 
ON RUNNING OFF 

TONIGHT.

FIRST GOTTA
GET TO KNOW

THE NEW
BOARDERS.

AND TEACH
THEM

SURVIVAL
TECHNIQUES
IN THE WORLD
OF THE LIVING!

I KNEW RIGHT AWAY
THAT I COULD COUNT 

ON YOU! WE KNEW RIGHT AWAY
WE WOULDN’T GET BORED

WITH YOU!

THERE ARE SIGNS 
THAT DON’T DECEIVE.



TO START THE YEAR 
RIGHT, A LITTLE REMINDER

ABOUT THE RULES OF 
CONDUCT TO BE 

RESPECTED IN CLASS.

1. DO NOT SPEAK
TO YOUR NEIGHBORS.

WHICH DOESN’T FORBID 
ME FROM LISTENING TO
GLADYS AND REBECCA

WHISPER.

………
………
………

……
……
……

AND AVOID LISTENING TO YOUR 
CLASSMATES CHATTING.

HOW CAN SHE
GUESS

WHAT I’M THINKING?

2. RAISE YOUR HAND HIGH
TO ASK A QUESTION

OR TO ANSWER.

DO THESE GYMNASTICS
IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF 

OUR REFLECTION?

MISS 
POPPYSCOOP! YES?

PEEPEE!

3. ALWAYS TAKE
PRECAUTIONS

BEFORE ENTERING
THE CLASSROOM.

GO ON, 
HURRY TO THE 

LAVATORY!

TOO
LATE!

4. STAND WHEN YOU ARE
QUESTIONED OR WHEN

THE PRINCIPAL 
ENTERS THE CLASSROOM.

YES, ASTRID? AND WHEN BOTH
SITUATIONS ARISE

AT THE SAME TIME?

WE STAND ON OUR CHAIR!



5. USE YOUR SPEAKING 
VOICE WHILE READING OR 

RECITING A TEXT OR A POEM.

EXAMPLE...

DO NOT SAY,

“SUDDENLY, THE WINDOW
OPENED WITH A SLAM,
AND AN ICY WIND TOOK
HOLD OF THE PLACE.”

BUT,

“SUDDENLY-Y-Y-Y, THE WINNNN-
DOW O-O-O-OPENED WITH A 

SLAM AND AN I-I-I-CY WI-I-I-IND 
TOOK HO-O-O-O-OLD OF THE 

PLA-A-A-ACE!”

DO YOU GRASP
THE NUANCE?

KNOCK
KNOCK
KNOCK

COME IN!

?!
THUMP THUMPTHUMP

OW! OW! OW!

WHAT’S THAT?

A PRACTICE DRILL
FOR AN EARTHQUAKE?

I... I WAS TEACHING THEM
HOW TO USE A SPEAKING 

VOICE WHILE RECITING A TEXT 
FROM MY COMPOSITION.

ON GHOSTS?

YES.

MISS POPPYSCOOP,
STOP OVERDOING IT WITH

YOUR OLD LEGENDS.

OTHERWISE, I’M GOING TO
HAVE COMPLAINTS FROM
THEIR PARENTS AGAIN.

I UNDERSTAND, 
MRS BUTTER-

SCOTCH.

6. THE STUDENTS MUST BOW 
DOWN BEFORE THE TEACHER, WHO 

MUST BOW DOWN BEFORE THE 
PRINCIPAL, WHO MUST BOW DOWN 

BEFORE THE PARENTS.

MISS REBECCA!

WITH YOUR MOCKING AIR, I CAN 
GUESS YOUR THOUGHTS.

YES, MRS. PRINCIPAL.

I UNDERSTAND!

WE MUST ADOPT
A NEUTRAL 

EXPRESSION SO 
THAT THEY CAN’T 
READ OUR FACES.

ASTRID,
STOP 

ADOPTING
THAT STUPID
EXPRESSION!



ANOTHER
A+ IN 

ARITHMETIC!

NO MISTAKES SINCE SCHOOL STARTED!

KEEP IT UP,
ASTRID!

THANK YOU,
MISS!

WOW! CHAMPION!

WHAT LUCK!

YOU’RE
SPLENDID!

ANOTHER A+
IN WRITING.

EXCELLENT 
WORK!

AT THE SAME TIME, YOU’VE GOT TALENT.

FOR YOU, IT’S
ROUTINE.

YOU’RE 
TEDIOUS!

AND AGAIN AN A+
IN GEOGRAPHY!

BRAVO!

STOP SHOWING OFF, BOOTLICKER!

YOU’RE ANNOYING!

WHAT IS
YOUR TECHNIQUE 

FOR CHEATING
SO WELL?

HER BRAIN!
DUN-
DER-
HEAD!

SMACK

ARE YOU OUT OF IT OR WHAT?

REELING OFF NOTHING BUT 
A+, THAT’S SETTING THE 

WHOLE CLASS AGAINST YOU!

WE’LL HAVE TO
PROTECT

YOU.

THANKS, GIRLS!

WHAT DO YOU WANT,
IN EXCHANGE?

NOTHING FOR THE MO-
MENT. YOU’RE GIVING 
US A GOOD PRETEXT 
TO SLAP OUT  SOME 

PUNISHMENT.



READY,
GIRLS?

3

2

1

GO!

TOP!

5 SECONDS
ON THE DOT!

NEW
RECORD!

WOW!
SO

STRONG!

CLICK

AND ASTRID, SO HOPELESS!

THE FIRST ONE
TO MOCK HER
WILL PUT AWAY
THE EQUIPMENT

ALONE AFTER 
CLASS!

COME ON!
EVERYONE TO THE BEAM!

GLADYS AND
REBECCA,

UNTIE
YOUR

CLASSMATE!

IN GYM,
UNLIKE

THE OTHER
DISCIPLINES,

TO BE 
POPULAR...

… YOU HAVE TO 
BE THE BEST!

SORRY TO THINK THE OTHER WAY AROUND!


