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What if your son had gone to join the Jihad in Syria?
It seemed like a morning like any other morning for Cecilia, a single mother, until she discovered that
her son was gone. He’d left a video message saying that he had left for Syria to join the Jihad and his
brothers of the Islamic State in the fight against the infidels. He said he was happy and not to worry.
He promised to call... Cecilia is in shock; she didn’t see it coming. She wants to, needs to, understand,
how her son, who wasn’t the least bit religious, could have been radicalized so fast? Who is responsible
for this? And why didn't she realize it? After questioning his friends and acquaintances, she goes in
search of answers following the slightest hints. But at night, alone, at home, all there is, is the silence
of waiting, staring at the phone, expecting his call, the one that will give her back hope.
Fiction based on a social reality. The Call is a graphic novel about the radicalization of young kids and
a story about incomprehension: that of a mother’s vis-à-vis her son’s choices which echo those of
society facing a phenomenon that goes straight to the heart.
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You won't understand.
But that's normal. It'll take time.

But it's about my life
so I know you
won't condemn me.

The society that we live in is nothing but
a hodgepodge of lies, hypocrisies and
injustices in which we wallow like
pigs in mud!
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Luckily I have been saved!

Allah held out
his hand to me!

Just like the blind who
can suddenly see!

The lost who have
been found!

The Umma is my family now. I
know I am hurting you by telling
you this.

The orphan who has
found a family.

You are shocked and maybe
angry and probably sad. You,
the true atheist! But it's not
your fault.

You did everything you
could. I know that.
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But it would have been too
difficult to convince you.
That was one battle I did not
want to fight.

Tomorrow I will join my brothers
and sister in the Cham to fight
against the infidels.

I know this will be hard for you.
But you should be proud! And serene
because I am also doing this for you so
that when the time comes Allah will forgive
you your mistakes.

Don't worry about me.

I'll call you soon.
You'll see how happy
I am!

I love you
mom.

Happier than I
have ever been.
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The lost
who have
been
found!

The blind who
can suddenly see!

That's unbelievable!
How could he do
that to you?!

Have you tried
to call him?
Maybe it's
just a bad
joke!

Good God!
What a load of
crap!! Nonsense!

He's not
answering his cell.

It was
sent form
Turkey

He should have
come back
yesterday…
But instead I got
this USB key in
my mailbox.

Yes,…Istanbul…He
was supposed to be
going rafting in the
Ardeche

And you
didn't see
it coming?

…Sorry, that
was a stupid
question.

What are
you going
to do?

I don't
know.
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Later Sofiane,
see ya
tomorrow!

…you still remember
what time I finish?

So…what
brings you
here?

I've come to get you
often enough to never
forget.

Benoit.
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You'll see how happy I
am! Happier than I have
ever been.

I love you
mom.

Shit…

I was thinking
of going to the
police.

Or if he is, he
will be quickly
disillusioned…

I don't think
that is a
good idea.
He may not
be in Syria
yet

If you tell the
cops, he will
be arrested
when he gets
back…and be
considered a
terrorist.

I can't just do nothing,
Sofiane…

You have to be
patient.

He said he
would call
you…I'm sure
that you will
be able to
make him see
reason.
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I have to go, I have
somewhere to go,
but…
Is it
her?

Her name is
Catherine.

Keep me
informed?

Yes.

My God that's
horrible!

I don't know her…
but she seemed really
calm…

She's always like
that. Restrained in all
situations…

But I know her well enough
to know that, deep down, she
suffers like everyone else.

…to the point of
appearing indifferent.
Overly professional
maybe.

And…and did
you tell her?

It's not your fault Sofiane.
You couldn't have known…

No.

No, I couldn't
have.
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Be-bop-a
lula
Beep!

11

Be-bop-a
lula

Be-bop-a
lula

Be-bop-a
lula

Oh…Nadia…
Hello!!
Hello!!

No, no
I'm fine…I
was just
hoping…

No, I'll come to you.
If I stay here I'll go
crazy. No don't
worry, I'll be fine.

Yes, thanks,
Nadia. See you
soon, bye.

Yeah, that's
right.
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